Student Work

Guidelines for Interactive Map Readings

Read the following questions before reading about this immigrant group. When you have finished the reading, answer these questions. You will need to use them in another activity.

1. Why did this group of people immigrate to the United States?

They came because they heard good descriptions of the United States.

2. Were they excited about coming to the United States?

Yes, because they would have a new life.

3. Did they leave any family members behind when they came?

Yes, their parents sent their children first to get some money to send to them.

4. What problems did they have when they first came to the United States?

Maybe the children couldn’t get work.  They didn’t know the language.  They didn’t have any money, or place to live.  They were sad to leave family behind.

5. How did they make money to live on?

By working as peddlers.  They traveled around selling things.

6. What did they use their money for?

They sent money back to their families to come to the U.S.

Immigrant Diaries
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	Dear Diary,

My first day at work was so hard because Mr. Moore sent me to deliver a box containing incense from Manhattan to Brooklyn.  I came here to have a new life but I know that it’s a bit hard.  I get paid 50 cents a day!!  In 40 delivery days I will get my family here!!

	Arab Immigrant Family
	


Interview with Korean Classmate

1.Why did you come to the United States?

To work for money.  His uncle had a job in the United States.  His dad wanted to work with at his uncle’s business.

2. How was your trip?

His brother was sick on the plane.  They had a good time, although he was worried about his brother.

3.  Where was your first home?

His uncle’s house in NJ, but it wasn’t really clear to him.

4. Who was your best friend in your country?

He had a lot of friends in Korea, but he Keon Wan Kim was his closest friend.

5. Were you excited about coming here?

No because it was too scary and sad to leave Korea.  He was scared of the weather in America because his dad had told him stories about how different it was.

6. Did you leave your family members behind?

Yes, his aunt.  She was sad because they shared a house in Korea, and now they are leaving to America to start a new life.  

7. What problems did you have?

To learn English.  When they first got here, they had to sleep over at his uncle’s house and then drive five hours to their new home.

8. How did your family make money?

They worked at his dad’s store called “As Seen on TV.”  His dad and his uncle had a company called “Park’s International.”  

Compare and Contrast Chart

Directions: Compare the experiences of the immigrant group you read about with the immigrant you interviewed in class.  You can type in the chart and then print it out, or print it out first and then fill in your answers.

	Early Immigrant Group
	Modern Immigrant
	Experience    Similar (yes, or no)
	Experience  Different(yes, or no)

	Reasons for

Coming

They wanted a new life
	Reasons for

Coming

They needed a job
	Yes
	They found a job.

	
	
	
	If different, how?

	Attitude towards coming

They were excited.


	Attitude towards coming

He was afraid for his brother because he was sick on the plane.
	Yes
	They were both excited and afraid.

	
	
	
	If different, how?

	Family who came 

with them

The whole family, sometimes.

	Family who came 

with them

His brother dad and mom.
	No
	

	
	
	
	If different, how?

Arabs sent their kids first, then their parents arrived later.

	Problems after arriving

Not finding a job.


	Problems after arriving

They had no idea where there house was when they first came.
	Yes
	They both had problems because they didn’t know where to go and didn’t find a job.

	
	
	
	If different, how?

	How they survived

They went to a shelter and worked as peddlers.
	How they survived

They worked in his uncle’s store.
	Yes
	They both worked hard and faced challenges in different ways.

	
	
	
	If different, how?

	Were they successful? Yes because they made money.


	Were they successful?

Yes.
	Yes
	They both faced economic success.

	
	
	
	If different, how?


